
COMMON CORE PARENT LETTER     

September 2, 2014 

Dear IUSD Parent: 

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year!  We are excited to share with you our new report card which is the 
product of an intensive and thoughtful collaboration between IUSD teachers.  Aligned to the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS), the new report card emphasizes the importance of students demonstrating their 
learning and communicates student progress toward meeting end-of-year grade level expectations.  

Reflected in the new language are the capacities of literate individuals and a more explicit emphasis on 
building knowledge and deepening conceptual understanding.  Fortunately, the CCSS reinforce the importance 
of the essential capacities already outlined in our Continuous Improvement Efforts. In fact, the congruence 
between the CCSS and the essential capacities coupled with the long established success rates of our students 
reaffirms that IUSD has always understood our most important charge is teaching students to think.  
Implementation of the CCSS in Irvine will enable our teachers to focus even more intently on anchoring 
student learning through writing, speaking, listening and language. 

Irvine Unified’s mission is to equip students with the knowledge and skills to be successful in a rapidly 
changing world.  We know for our students to be successful in life they need to communicate effectively in 
speaking and writing, solve complex problems and cultivate flexible knowledge that lends itself to real world 
applications.  Our students need to learn how to work collaboratively, how to think critically and creatively, 
and most importantly, they need to take ownership for their learning.   Our teachers provide a vital role in 
creating environments where students feel safe and can learn essential knowledge and skills while cultivating 
their ability to reflect, gain self-knowledge and improve their own capacity for learning.   

We realize the success of our mission is dependent upon building strong partnerships with our parents and 
communicating student progress in a clear and accessible manner. These report cards are designed to be a 
tool for both teachers and parents to communicate regarding grade level expectations and student progress 
toward them. We encourage you to review the report card and the accompanying resources to understand 
how you can support your student's learning and how we can work together to ensure that we provide the 
highest quality educational experience we can envision.  

Sincerely, 

Cassie Parham 

Cassie Parham 
Assistant Superintendent, Education Services 
Irvine Unified School District 

 

 



 

 

 

 

COMMON CORE RESOURCES 
 

http://www.ocde.us/CommonCoreCA/Documents/11CCSParentHandbook_020411.pdf 
The Orange County Department of Education created a parent handbook that gives an introduction to the 
California Common Core Standards as well as a more detailed overview of the English Language Arts and 
Math standards for Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
 

http://www.pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2909 
The National PTA created an overview for what students will learn in English Language Arts and Math for 
Kindergarten through 12th grade.  In addition, there are suggestions for parents who would like to help 
support student learning at home.  
 

https://www.engageny.org/file/14596/download/parent_workshop_backpack_guide.pdf 
EngageNY.org is developed and maintained by the New York State Education Department.  This handout 
discusses the key shifts in Common Core standards, explains changes that will take place in classrooms, and 
offers suggestions to support student learning at home. 
 

https://www.engageny.org/file/4646/download/parent_workshop_what_parents_can_do
_handout.pdf- 
EngageNY.org is developed and maintained by the New York State Education Department.  This handout 
outlines expectations for students and suggests ideas for parents in connection with Common Core 
standards for English Language Arts and Math. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf 
This appendix from the Common Core State Standards includes research to explain key elements in the 
standards, along with key terms and vocabulary. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
This appendix from the Common Core State Standards includes sample texts and performance tasks for each 
grade level. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-english-language-arts/ 
This selection from the Common Core State Standards discusses the key shifts in English Language Arts. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-mathematics/ 
This selection from the Common Core State Standards discusses the key shifts in Math. 



 

 

Reading the Report Card 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These indicators (M, P, L, NA 

for K-3 & OT, AC, NA for 4-6) 

are used to report progress 

toward meeting year end 

grade level standards. NA 

should be utilized 

infrequently. 

These indicators (O, S, N) 

are used to report effort in 

some academic content 

areas and in responsibilities 

for learning and behavior. 

Student achievement is 

reported by grade level 

strands in the California 

Common Core Standards 

Student progress toward 

meeting year end grade level 

standards will be reported at 

the end of each of the three 

trimesters. 

Teachers report student progress 

toward meeting year end grade 

level standards by descriptors 

within each strand. 



 

 

Reading the Report Card 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This section will contain more 

specific information regarding 

individual student progress 

toward meeting year end grade 

level standards.  

 

This section provides a 

record of number of days 

enrolled, absent and tardy 

at each marking period. 
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