
Credible vs. Non Credible Sources

Credible sources are ones the reader can trust. When writing a research paper, doing research, or reading for background information, writers should always use a credible source. 

	
Credible

· Authors are respected and well known in their fields like Martin Luther King Jr. on Civil Rights
· Materials published in the last ten years
· Websites
· The more information available, the more credible the source
· There is a specific author
· The audience is clear
· The purpose is informative not biased
· Look for websites ending in .edu or .gov

	
Non Credible

· Social media like Facebook posts, blogs, Twitter, Instagram or self-authored sites like Wikipedia
· Articles without references
· Materials published over 15 years ago
· Websites
· Not much information
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose other than informative, such as to persuade
· Not regularly updated
· Author is unreliable
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